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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 3, 2019 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Jim Holland called the Committee of the Whole meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. on Tuesday, 
September 3, 2019, at the Village Administration Building, 432 W. Nebraska Street, Frankfort, 
Illinois.  
 
ROLL CALL 
 
In attendance were Mayor Jim Holland, Village Clerk Gene Savaria, Trustees Adam Borrelli, John 
Clavio, Margaret Farina, and Keith Ogle. Staff in attendance included Village Administrator Rob 
Piscia, Asst. Administrator Jeff Cook, and Police Chief John Burica.  Others in attendance were 
Tom and Teresa Kara (Chew on That, Inc.); Attorney James Olguin, (Melrose Properties, LLC); 
and numerous audience members.  Trustees Jessica Petrow and Dick Trevarthan were absent.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES (June 3, 2019 and June 5, 2019) 
 
Trustee Farina made a motion (#1), seconded by Trustee Ogle, to approve the minutes of the 
Committee of the Whole meeting of June 3, 2019, as presented.  A voice vote was taken.  All were 
in favor.  The motion carried. 
 
Trustee Farina made a motion (#2), seconded by Trustee Borrelli, to approve the Committee of the 
Whole minutes of June 5, 2019, as presented.  A voice vote was taken.  All were in favor.  The 
motion carried. 
 
MARKETING VILLAGE-OWNED PROPERTIES 
 
Mayor Holland provided a brief overview of the history of the Village-owned properties, 
referencing the document “How Did We Get Here” written by former Village Administrator Jerry 
Ducay.  He noted at the July 10, 2019 Economic Development Committee meeting, staff was 
directed to contact two commercial real estate brokers to gain feedback on their services and 
opinion of market conditions.  He reported staff met with representatives of Lagestee-Mulder 
Realty and Matrix Realty Group, both who represent commercial property in Frankfort and have 
knowledge of the local market; and discussed the various village-owned properties in the 
downtown, noting the desire to attract new development and restaurant space.  Both companies 
submitted initial draft one-year broker agreements outlining typical services and fee arrangements.  
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Following overview, Mayor Holland opened the floor for discussion asking members to provide 
direction to staff relating to retaining the services of a commercial broker to market village-owned 
properties.  
 
Committee members discussed the services and fees of the brokers and shared their opinions of 
hiring a broker to market the properties. Various marketing strategies were discussed and the 
challenges and potential costs associated with them. Members further discussed the types of 
development desired for the downtown area and the suggestions provided by the brokers in their 
proposals. Committee members also considered holding a workshop with a broker and/or a 
facilitator to gain consensus on the course of action, including asking price for the properties and 
the parameters of acceptable offers. Members shared differing views for the marketing of the 
properties and were not in consensus to move forward with a commercial broker at this time. 
 
Following discussion, staff was directed to request a proposal to market the downtown properties 
from commercial broker, CBRE, and return to committee for further discussion. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF 11 N. WHITE STREET PROPOSALS 
 
Mayor Holland introduced the 11 N. White Street (“Mech house”) proposals submitted by 
Melrose Properties, LLC and Chew on That, Inc. 
 
Attorney James Olguin, representative of Melrose Properties, LLC, provided an overview of 
their proposal to acquire the existing structure for $500.00 and relocate it to property they own at 
7 W. Sauk Trail.  Once relocated, the home will be used for single family residential purposes.   
 
Tom Kara of Chew on That, Inc., provided an overview of their proposal to acquire the existing 
structure and a portion of the land it sits on for an undetermined price equivalent to its fair 
market value, established by an appraisal to be procured by the Village.  The proposal includes 
renovating the structure for mixed occupancy, locating a ‘juice bar’ on the first floor and a one-
bedroom residential unit on the second floor.   
 
Committee members discussed the pros and cons of both proposals and shared some of the 
reasons why they preferred one proposal over the other.  Members discussed the challenges of 
moving the house, its potential structural impact, and the necessary zoning variances for its 
relocation to 7 W. Sauk Trail.  They also discussed the advantages of moving the house in order 
to maximize the potential for downtown development.  Committee members discussed the 
proposed business concept for a juice bar and the advantages of restoring and keeping the house 
in its current location, as well as Tom and Teresa Kara’s prior business endeavors and volunteer 
efforts in Frankfort.  
 
Several audience members spoke in support of the Chew on That, Inc. proposal and to keep the 
house in its current location.   
 
Following discussion, Trustee Clavio made a motion (#3), seconded by Trustee Farina, to direct 
staff to further develop Chew on That, Inc. proposal.  Mayor Holland, Trustee Clavio, and 
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Trustee Farina were in favor for staff to further develop specifications of the Chew on That 
proposal.  Trustee Borrelli and Trustee Ogle were not in favor of the proposal. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Several additional audience members voiced their support of local residents, Tom and Teresa Kara 
and the Chew on That, Inc. proposal. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hearing no further business, Trustee Farina made a motion (#4), seconded by Trustee Ogle, to 
adjourn the Committee of the Whole meeting of Tuesday, September 3, 2019. A voice vote was 
taken. All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:35 P.M. 
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